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and cheerful. He rises early and does his morning exercises. (2)
The Pioneer economises his own and other people's time. He
does his job quickly and promptly. (3) The Pioneer is industri-
ous and persevering, can work collectively under any conditions,
and finds the way over obstacles. (4) The Pioneer is careful with
other people's property, is careful with his own books and
clothes, and with workshop equipmeut. (5) The Pioneer does
not swear nor drink nor smoke.
The Pioneers are organised in the schools, where they have
their Base. The largest unit consists of forty to fifty members
and is called a Brigade. The Brigade leader is also a Young
Communist. Each Brigade is divided up into Links often, whose
leader is selected by his Link. There is a Brigade council which
consists of the Link leaders, the Brigade leader, and a repre-
sentative of the Komsomol Bureau of the Base. The Brigades
adopt the names of the revolutionary leaders, while the Links
use names of tools or machines used in industry or agriculture.
The school Pioneers form a Detachment with a Komsomol as
leader.
The dress is generally a white shirt, with a red scarf knotted
round the neck, blue knickers, for boys; a white blouse, blue
skirt, and red kerchief for girls. Each Detachment is free to
choose its own uniform. There is no separation of the sexes in
any organisation of children or youth. The badge is the Red
Flag with the hammer and sickle and a camp-fire of five logs
and three flames.
One of the many duties of the Pioneers is to organise the
Octobrists. This is the first organisation of children. All children
between the ages of eight and eleven are eligible. Once again the
system of interlocking organisations is evident. Since admission
to the Pioneers is possible at the age of ten, there are Octobrists
who are also Pioneers. The Octobrists are organised into groups
of twenty-five, with a Komsomol as leader. Each group is
organised into five Links, with a Pioneer as Link leader. The
group leader is elected by the Komsomol to which the Pioneer
unit is attached. The Link elects an assistant leader to work